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Telephone:  Kettering  2473 


Area  Health  Office, 
75  London  Road, 
KETTERING. 


June  1971. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Rothwell. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Bradley  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Environmental 
Health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1970.  It  has  been  compiled  in 
accordance  with  instructions  circulated  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security. 

It  is  my  tenth  Report  to  you. 

There  was  little  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  Urban  District,  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General,  are  given  on  page  4.  The  population  of  the  town  would  appear  to  be 
static  at  the  present  time.  The  figures  quoted  for  Maternal  and  Infant 
Mortality  are  eminently  satisfactory. 

Madams  Garden  Flatlets,  a  Council  Scheme  of  twenty-four  flats  for  the 
elderly,  was  opened  in  May.  A  description  of  the  scheme  will  be  found  on 
page  16. 

As  part  of  our  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  I  have  Officially  Represented 
ten  houses  in  the  town  as  being  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation. 

In  April  the  Northamptonshire  Rat  Control  Committee  decided  to  set  up 
five  District  Committees  and  the  Regional  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food  recommended  that  the  Urban  District  of  Rothwell 
be  included  in  Committee  No.  4  which  also  comprises  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Burton  Latimer,  Corby,  Desborough  and  Wellingborough;  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Kettering  and  Wellingborough  and  Kettering  Municipal  Borough. 

Negotiations  are  at  present  taking  place  between  the  County  Health 
Authority  and  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  Rothwell  and  Desborough 
area,  concerning  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  Health  Centre  to  serve  the 
people  of  these  two  towns. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
co-operation  during  the  year  and  to  Mr.  A.  Smith,  Surveyor  and  Public 
Health  Inspector,  and  Miss  Langley,  my  Secretary,  for  their  help  in  the 
preparation  of  this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  R.  N.  LYNCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Comparative  Statistics  for  the  Five  Year  Period 

1966  to  1970 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Area  of  the  Urban  District  (acres) 

3,638 

3,638 

3,638 

3,638 

3,638 

Population  (Registrar  General’s 

estimate) 

4,730 

4,700 

4,710 

4,670 

4,670 

Number  of  Live  Births 

64 

59 

70 

65 

79 

Legitimate 

62 

57 

64 

59 

70 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

6 

6 

9 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

13.5 

12.6 

14.9 

13.9 

16.9 

Number  of  Still  Births 

1 

— 

1 

3 

_ 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

15.4 

— 

14.1 

44.1 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.2 

— 

0.2 

0.6 

— 

Number  of  Deaths  ... 

61 

50 

60 

79 

72 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

12.9 

10.6 

12.7 

16.9 

15.4 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

and  Abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Number  of  Infant  Deaths  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 

births 

31.25 

16.95 

14.29 

30.8 

— 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 

births 

31.3 

17.0 

14.3 

15.4 

— 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

31.3 

17.0 

14.3 

15.4 

— 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
&  deaths  under  1  week  com¬ 
bined  per  1,000  total  live  & 

stillbirths)  . 

46.2 

17.0 

28.2 

58.8 

— 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tubercu- 

losis  including  late  effects 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tubercu- 

losis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms 

17 

10 

13 

12 

15 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

under  two  years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  A. 


General  Statistics  of  the  Area 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,638 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Census  Population 

1951 

2,211 

2,408 

4,619 

1961 

2,297 

2,469 

4,766 

Increase  of  147  =  3.2% 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate,  mid-year  1970)  4,670 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951) 

(1961) 

(1970) 


1,540 

1,724 

1,816 


Rateable  Value 


£144,329 


Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


£560 


Social  Conditions  Including  Chief  Occupations 

of  the  Inhabitants 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  as  follows :  Boot  and 
shoe  manufacture,  light  engineering,  agriculture  and  manufacture  of 
agricultural  implements. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  District  are  satisfactory,  the  density 
of  the  population  is  1.3  persons  per  acre  and  the  Housing  Factor  is 
2.5  persons.  The  percentage  of  unemployment  in  the  area  was  1.8  and 
the  National  Rate  was  3.0%. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics,  1970 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

33 

37 

70 

Illegitimate  . 

4 

5 

9 

Totals 

37 

42 

79 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

•  •  • 

16.9 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.24)  ... 

•  •  • 

21.0 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  registered  all  causes  . 

34 

38 

72 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

•  •  • 

15.4 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  0.87)  ... 

•  •  • 

i  i.if 

Deaths  from  Certain  Specified  Causes 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cardio-vascular  disease  (all  forms) 

14 

19 

33 

Malignant  Neoplasms  (all  forms) 

6 

9 

15 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  . 

5 

1 

6 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

8 

4 

12 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes .  — 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  .  — 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  (under  1  year) .  —  —  — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  — 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  — 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  — 

Males  Females  Total 
Deaths  of  Infants  (under  4  weeks)  ...  —  —  — 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  — 
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COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation  is  4,670;  this  is  the  same  as  the  figure  for  1969. 

2.  Births. — There  were  79  births  during  1970,  that  is  14  more  than 
in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a  crude  birth  rate  of  16.9  per  1,000 
population.  This  rate,  standardised  for  the  age  and  sex  composition 
of  the  population,  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  21.0.  The  adjusted,  or 
corrected  birth  rate,  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  a 
number  known  as  the  Comparability  Factor,  this  latter  figure  being 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  The  factor  for  Rothwell  is  1.24. 
The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  21.0  for  1970  compares  with  the  rate  of 
17.2  for  1969  and  the  provisional  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
of  16.0  per  1,000  population. 

3.  Deaths. — There  were  72  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1970,  that  is 
7  less  than  in  1969,  giving  a  crude  death  rate  of  15.4  per  1,000 
population.  The  Comparability  Factor  0.87  gives  an  adjusted  rate 
of  13.4.  The  provisional  crude  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
is  11.7. 

4.  Disposal  of  the  Dead. — Of  the  72  deaths  during  the  year,  60 
bodies  were  cremated  at  Kettering  Crematorium.  The  percentage 
is  83.3. 

5.  Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  no  Infant  Deaths  during  the 
year.  In  1969  there  were  two.  One  was  also  a  Neonatal  Death  (i.e. 
occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life).  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was 
30.8  and  the  Neonatal  Rate  was  15.4;  the  1970  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  are  18.0  and  12.0. 

6.  Still  Births. — There  were  no  Still  Births  in  1970.  There  were  3 
in  1969  giving  a  rate  of  44.1  per  1.000  total  births.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  13.0. 

7.  Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  no  deaths  classed  to  Pregnancy 
and  Childbirth. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  1970 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

In  subsequent  sections,  full  details  will  be  found  relating  to  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  and  environmental  health  within  the  Urban  District,  for 
which  services  the  Council  are  directly  responsible. 

The  present  section  relates  to  those  health  services  which  concern 
more  the  personal  health  and  welfare  of  the  individual  rather  than 
public  health  and  the  community.  The  Health  Committee  of  the  North¬ 
amptonshire  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
many  of  these  services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Liaison  between  County  Council  services  and  District  Council 
services  is  facilitated  by  the  fact  that  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
also  a  School  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  North¬ 
ampton  is  available  for  the  examination  of  specimens  in  connection 
with  the  diagnosis  and  control  of  infectious  diseases. 

Ambulance  Service. — This  is  one  of  the  services  for  which  the 
County  Council  is  responsible  and  is  operated  from  Kettering  Ambu¬ 
lance  Station. 

Domiciliary  Services. — These  include  District  Nurses,  Mid¬ 
wives  and  Health  Visitors,  who  are  all  highly  trained,  qualified  nurses 
on  the  staff  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  The  Home  Help  Service, 
also  provided  by  the  County  Council,  is  proving  more  and  more 
valuable  in  relieving  people  of  domestic  worries  during  periods  of 
illness  or  confinement,  and  in  helping  old  folks  to  remain  in  their  own 
homes,  so  that  they  can  retain  their  treasured  independence. 


Child  Welfare  Centre. — A  clinic  is  held  on  the  first  Monday  in 
every  month  at  the  Church  Schoolroom,  Market  Place.  A  Medical 
Officer  attends  each  session.  In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the 
County  Health  Department,  a  clinic  which  provides  facilities  for  the 
teaching  of  parentcraft  and  relaxation  to  expectant  mothers,  is  held  on 
each  Monday  afternoon  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Health  Clinic,  Station  Road, 
Desborough. 

Welfare  Foods,  (National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange 
Juice  etc.)  are  distributed  at  Messrs.  Grays,  (Chemist),  2  Market  Place, 
during  shop  hours. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. — Immunisation  against  Diph¬ 
theria,  Whooping  Cough,  Poliomyelitis  and  Tetanus  and  vaccination 
against  Smallpox  are  free  services,  available  either  from  the  family 
doctor  or  at  the  County  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  Certain  age  groups  of 
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children  can  also  be  given  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  protect  against  Tuber¬ 
culosis;  this  is  done  through  the  School  Health  Service. 

A  vaccine  for  the  protection  of  infants  against  Measles  is  now 
available  and,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  County  Health 
Department,  a  campaign  for  the  control  of  and,  it  is  hoped,  ultimate 
eradication  of  this  disease,  was  commenced  in  the  Autumn  of  1968. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. — 

(a)  Chest  Clinic: 

Out-patient  Department,  General  Hospital,  Kettering. 

Friday — 9  a.m.  2nd  and  4th  Monday  in  each  month 

at  4  p.m. 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases  : 

Out-patient  Department,  General  Hospital,  Kettering. 

Tuesday — Females:  4.30-5.30  p.m.;  Males:  5.30-6.30  p.m. 

Clinics  are  held  weekly  and  treatment  is  provided  by  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Geriatric  Clinic. — This  clinic,  which  is  conducted  by  a  local 
General  Practitioner,  was  commenced  in  September,  1966,  and  the 
following  details  have  been  supplied  by  him. 

The  clinic  is  held  once  monthly  at  the  Welfare  Clinic  in  Station 
Road,  Desborough.  The  patients  attending  are  selected  by  the  Doctor 
from  his  National  Health  Service  List  and  consist  mainly  of  old  people 
with  chronic  diseases  who  live  alone.  Many  of  the  patients  have  been 
in  the  care  of  the  Geriatric  Department  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Ket¬ 
tering.  The  average  attendance  is  about  sixteen. 

Each  new  patient  is  given  a  physical  check — blood  pressure,  urine 
test,  rough  eye  test  and  haemoglobin  estimation.  Further  investigation 
is  made  where  necessary. 

All  patients  attending  need  transport  and  this  is  provided  by  a  mini¬ 
bus,  hired  from  a  local  garage,  and  paid  for  by  a  grant  from  the  North¬ 
amptonshire  County  Council.  A  voluntary  worker  travels  with  the  bus. 

The  Doctor  is  assisted  at  the  clinic  by  a  Health  Visitor  and  a 
District  Nurse  who  deal  with  any  social  problems,  financial  help,  etc. 
and  assist  the  Doctor  in  the  examination  and  treatment  of  the  patients. 
A  cup  of  tea  is  provided  and  some  simple  health  education  is  given  by 
the  Health  Visitors. 

These  clinics  are  successful  in  the  view  of  the  Doctor  who  conducts 
them  and  they  ease  the  load  of  Geriatric  visiting  which  is  considerable 
in  this  area. 

Tuberculosis  and  Other  Diseases  of  the  Chest  Committee — 

The  excellent  work  of  this  Committee  was  continued  during  the  year 
and  a  number  of  visits  were  made  to  patients  undergoing  both  hospital 
and  domiciliary  treatment.  In  1970,  over  £140  was  spent  in  assistance 
to  patients ;  this  sum  included  Cash  and  Clothing  Grants,  etc.,  and  the 
cost  of  supplying  milk.  There  are  four  patients  (one  Tuberculous  and 
three  other  chest  diseases)  on  the  Committee’s  visiting  list. 
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Rothwell  Citizens’  Welfare  Committee. — This  Committee 
was  formed  in  March  1962  for  the  surveillance  of  the  aged  people  of 
the  town.  Its  members  include  Urban  Councillors,  representatives  from 
various  Church  and  voluntary  organisations,,  Ministers  of  religion  and 
Medical  Practitioners. 

The  objects  of  the  Committee  are  to  assist  old  people,,  whether 
resident  in  the  town  at  present  or  accommodated  in  local  hospitals, 
caring  for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 

With  the  help  of  the  W.R.V.S.  the  Chiropody  Clinic  has  been  held 
successfully  once  a  fortnight. 

The  Committee  subsidises  the  meals  provided  by  the  ‘Meals  on 
Wheels  Service’  and  gives  financial  assistance  towards  the  maintenance 
and  garaging  of  the  delivery  van. 

The  needs  of  the  old  people  in  Rothwell  are  being  met  on  an 
increasing  scale  and  the  requirements  of  the  chronic  sick  and  disabled 
have  not  been  neglected.  At  Christmas  every  home  where  there  was  an 
occupier  over  70  years  of  age  was  visited  and  gifts  of  cash  and  kind  were 
distributed.  Visits  to  hospitals  were  also  made  where  residents  of  the 
town  were  provided  with  appropriate  Yuletide  comforts. 

The  Rothwell  Citizens’  Welfare  Youth  Committee,  formed  in  1967, 
with  an  aim  to  helping  the  elderly,  has  raised  funds  by  holding  disco¬ 
theques,  dances,  rummage  sales,  etc. 


Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  for  Civil  Defence. — 

Much  good  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  W.R.V.S. 
The  ‘Meals  on  Wheels  Service’  was  responsible  for  the  delivery  of 
3,353  hot  meals.  The  meals  are  delivered  twice  a  week  and  the  average 
number  of  meals  delivered  each  week  was  62. 

In  addition,  gifts  of  clothing  and  knitted  blankets  were  made  to 
the  elderly  people  and  the  W.R.V.S.  van  has  been  used  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  patients  to  various  clinics. 


National  Assistance  Acts  1948  and  1951,  Section  47. — These 
Acts  empower  Local  Authorities  to  require  a  compulsory  admission  to 
hospital  in  certain  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  these  Acts 
during  1970. 

I  was  asked  to  consider  application  of  this  Section  in  two  cases 
during  the  year.  It  was  possible  to  deal  with  one  case  by  increasing  the 
amount  of  domestic  support  and  domiciliary  help  which  she  was 
receiving  and  the  other  patient  has  since  been  persuaded  to  enter 
County  Welfare  residential  accommodation. 
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REPORT  by  A.  SMITH 


M.P.H.I.A.,  M.R.S.H.,  CERT.S.I.B.,  CERT.  ME  AT  AND  FOODS,  R.S.H. 
Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1970. 

SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supply. — An  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  main¬ 
tained  in  the  town  by  the  Mid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board,  and 
no  reports  of  water  shortage  were  received  during  the  year. 

Water  Analysis. — The  following  information  was  supplied  by 
the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Mid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board: 

“The  following  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  1970  by  the 
Board: — 

Location  Bacterial  Examination 


Rothwell  .  31 

Pitsford  Raw  Water .  78 

Pitsford  Sedimented  Water .  4 

Pitsford  Final  Water  95 

Great  Ouse  Authority  Hannington  Reservoir  35 


All  these  samples  were  satisfactory  except  several  positive  samples 
taken  from  the  Rothwell  Tower  during  August.  Inspection  revealed 
no  serious  defects  so  the  tank  was  chlorinated,  put  back  into  service, 
and  subsequent  samples  have  been  satisfactory. 

Location  Chemical  Examination 

Pitsford  Water  .  1 

Diddington  ...  .  1 

Cransley  .  ...  1 

The  results  of  all  these  analyses  were  satisfactory  indicating  a  pure 
and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Fluoride  Content  of  the  Water  Supply. — The  most  recent 
analysis  to  determine  the  Fluoride  content  of  the  Pitsford  supply  shows 
a  content  of  0.25  parts  of  naturally  occurring  Fluorine  per  million  parts 
of  water. 


Rainfall. — The  recorded  rainfall  during  1970,  taken  at  Clover  Hill 
Reservoir,  Kettering  was  23.41  inches,  an  increase  of  0.53  inches  over 


1969. 


1951  29.97 

1952  23.44 

1953  19.24 

1954  29.06 

1955  19.55 


1956  23.25 

1957  23.72 

1958  28.44 

1959  19.73 

1960  33.49 


1961  22.12 

1962  18.69 

1963  21.35 

1964  17.54 

1965  28.11 


1966  27.16 

1967  24.68 

1968  28.87 

1969  22.88 

1970  23.41 


Water  Services. — New  services  were  connected  to  sixty-two 
properties  and  sixteen  services  were  cut  off. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  have  been  no  serious 
defects  or  stoppages  of  sewers  throughout  the  system  during  the  year. 
The  laying  of  the  new  main  outfall  sewer  and  branches  commenced  on 
15th  July,  1969  and  was  completed  on  the  3rd  July,  1970. 

Sewage  Effluent. — A  sample  of  final  effluent  taken  by  the  Welland 
and  Nene  River  Authority  was  reported  to  be  “a  satisfactory  discharge”. 

Public  Cleansing. — A  weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse 
has  been  maintained  excepting  for  holiday  periods. 

Controlled  Tipping. — All  household  refuse  is  deposited  in  the 
Controlled  Tip  at  Thorpe  Underwood,  and  facilities  are  available  for 
tradesmen  to  deposit  their  waste  trade  in  the  tip  at  moderate  charges. 

Salvage  Collections. — The  total  collections  of  mixed  waste  paper 
during  the  year  was  1,346  bales  weighing  87  tons  14  cwts,  an  increase  of 
7  tons  14  cwts.  from  1969. 

Total  receipts  from  the  sale  of  mixed  waste  paper  was  £888  against 
£731  in  1969,  an  increase  of  £157. 


Annual  Tonnage  of  Waste  Paper:— 

Year 

1953  . 

tons 

56 

cwts. 

9 

qrs. 

0 

1954 

65 

16 

0 

1955 

72 

5 

0 

1956 

70 

0 

2 

1957 

70 

6 

0 

1958 

69 

13 

2 

1959 

78 

11 

3 

1960 

66 

5 

2 

1961 

69 

16 

2 

1962 

68 

12 

2 

1963 

56 

1 

3 

1964 

56 

9 

1 

1965 

81 

2 

2 

1966 

96 

13 

0 

1967 

56 

17 

1 

1968 

84 

5 

0 

1969 

80 

0 

0 

1970 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

87 

14 

0 

Rodent  Control. — Sixty-one  minor  infestations  of  rats  and  mice 
were  successfully  dealt  with  by  your  Rodent  Operator  during  the  year. 
No  major  infestations  occurred  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  baiting  18  manholes  on  different 
parts  of  the  system,  but  no  evidence  of  infestation  was  found. 


14 


During  the  Rat  Week  Campaign  an  intensive  survey  was  carried 
out  by  your  Rodent  Operator  visiting  all  known  and  likely  places  in  the 
District,  including  farms.  Many  baiting  points  were  laid  and  follow  up 
checks  made  at  regular  intervals,  resulting  in  a  number  of  infestations 
of  rats  being  destroyed. 

Factories  Act,  1961. — There  were  27  factories  on  the  Register — 
33  inspections  were  made  and  no  defects  were  found.  The  number  of 
outworkers  living  in  Roth  well  in  August,  1970  was  ten,  all  engaged  in 
the  making  of  wearing  apparel.  Regular  inspections  were  made. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1961  are  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. — Thirty- 

three  inspections  of  offices  and  shops  were  made  during  the  year ;  only 
minor  defects  were  found  which  were  rectified  by  owners  upon  request. 

The  following  premises  were  registered : — 


Offices . 

Retail  Shops  ... 

Warehouses 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 


3 

22 

1 

2 
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SECTION  D. 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Housing. — Twenty-five  new  Council  dwellings  and  sixty-nine 
private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Eight  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

Madams  Garden  Flatlets. — The  need  for  Flats  for  Elderly 
Citizens  with  Welfare  and  Warden  services  was  realised  some  years  ago 
by  the  Council  and  a  number  of  sites  were  considered  for  this  project. 

The  only  suitable  site  near  to  the  Town  Centre,  of  sufficient  area 
to  provide  an  economical  group  of  24  Flats  with  Communal  Lounge, 
Wardens  Flat  and  all  the  ancilliary  accommodation  was  this  site  at 
Madams  Garden,  containing  a  number  of  sub-standard  cottages  and 
an  unoccupied  warehouse,  previously  a  joiners  shop  and  at  one  time  a 
brewery,  was  offered  to  and  purchased  by  the  Council. 

The  occupants  of  the  cottages  were  re-housed  and  all  the  buildings 
demolished,  the  site  cleared  and  graded  down  the  hill  to  Rushton  Road. 

Negotiations  then  proceeded  with  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government,  the  County  Planning  Officer  and  the 
County  Surveyor  to  produce  the  most  suitable  layout  for  the  site.  The 
individual  flats,  16  single  and  8  double  were  designed  to  the  Ministry 
requirements  and  to  give  the  maximum  of  comfort  and  ease  of  living 
for  the  occupants,  housed  in  a  simple  warm  looking  structure  which  of 
course  had  to  be  within  the  Government  yardstick. 

Each  fiat  is  self-contained,  has  a  toilet  and  washbasin  and  a  kitchen, 
with  a  refrigerator,  electric  cooker,  sink  and  working  tops  with  ample 
cupboard  space,  wardrobe  and  linen  cupboard.  The  heights  of  all 
fittings  are  easy  to  reach,  handrails  fixed  to  all  corridors  and  the  stair¬ 
cases  with  6  inch  rise  and  10  inch  treads  are  easy  to  climb. 

Heating  is  by  gas  boilers  with  radiators  in  all  rooms  of  sufficient 
size  for  adequate  heating. 

Maximum  insulation  of  the  building  includes  double  glazing,  foam 
in  the  cavity  walls,  insulation  block  on  the  inner  skin  of  the  walls, 
plasterboard  dry  lining  of  walls  and  ceilings  and  polystyrene  under  the 
ground  floor  and  over  the  roof  which  is  covered  with  3  layers  of  felt  all 
to  reduce  heat  loss  from  the  buildings  and  also  the  cost  of  heating. 

There  are  eight  bathrooms  placed  at  strategic  points  aroimd  the 
group  of  fiats,  one  of  which  is  a  Medic  bath  where  the  user  can  bathe  in 
a  sitting  up  position  and  one  walk  round  bath  where  a  person  could  be 
assisted  to  bathe  by  attendants. 

There  is  emergency  lighting  in  the  corridors  and  staircases  supplied 
from  self-charging  batteries  should  there  be  a  power  failure. 
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A  push  switch  in  each  flat  and  bathroom  rings  a  bell  in  the  main 
hall  should  a  tenant  require  the  Wardens  aid. 

Fire  alarm  system  is  installed  with  self-closing  fire  doors  in 
corridors  and  fire  fighting  hose  reels  on  each  wing  as  recommended  by 
the  County  Fire  Prevention  Officer. 

The  Communal  Lounge  has  been  furnished  out  of  the  welfare 
fund  and  various  donors  with  a  Teamaking  room  nearby  for  the  use  of 
the  Community  for  social  occasions. 

A  single  guest  room  is  provided  for  visitors  of  tenants  for  short 
periods  of  stay. 

There  are  two  refuse  stores  with  wall  brackets  to  hold  paper  sacks 
which  are  cleared  by  the  Council  refuse  collectors. 

The  laundry  for  use  of  all  tenants  contains  a  machine  which  washes, 
rinses  and  dries  clothes  ready  for  ironing. 

The  Warden  has  a  two-bedroomed  flat  over  the  Communal  lounge. 

All  flats  are  provided  with  an  electric  wall  panel  fire  if  extra  heat 
is  required,  and  plug  sockets  from  a  communal  television  aerial. 

The  rent  of  the  flat  is  inclusive  of  heat,  light,  power,  cooking,  hot 
water  supply,  and  all  facilities. 

The  Warden  keeps  records  of  the  next  of  kin  and  Doctor  of  all 
tenants  and  visits  them  all  once  a  day. 

The  landscaping  of  the  Flats  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council 
workmen  and  consists  of  lawns,  conifers,  flowering  shrubs  and  trees, 
rose  beds  and  will  be  maintained  by  the  Council. 

All  tenants  occupy  a  private  flat  but  can  use  the  welfare  and  com¬ 
munal  facilities  if  they  wish  to  do  so. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  in  this  project  to  provide  the  maximum 
ease  and  comfort  of  living  of  the  occupants,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
friendly  community  spirit  will  permeate  throughout  Madams  Garden. 

Slum  Clearance. — During  the  fourteen  years  1956-1970,  a  total 
of  180  uninhabitable  dwellings  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  and  families  have  been  re-housed.  36  bungalows  and  40  ground 
floor  flats  have  been  made  available  for  Elderly  and  Disabled  Persons. 

In  January,  I  inspected  two  houses  in  Rushton  Road  and  eight 
houses  in  Rock  Hill  and  subsequently  represented  them  as  Unfit  for 
Human  Habitation  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area: — 


Complaints  received . 

...  974 

Nuisance  inspections . 

71 

Housing  inspections . 

...  803 

Factory  inspections  . 

33 

Food  Shops  inspections  . 

22 

Rodent  infestations  . 

40 

Nuisances  abated 

71 

Housing  defects  remedied  . 

...  802 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  Remedied: — 

Drains  re-laid  or  renewed  .  22 

Blocked  drains  cleared  .  41 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  .  17 

Inspection  chambers  provided  .  13 

Soil  and  ventilation  pipes  provided  ...  24 

Water  closet  compartments  repaired  ...  9 

Roofs  repaired  .  93 

Rainwater  guttering  repaired  .  56 

Dampness  to  walls  remedied  .  13 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  23 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  .  38 

Handrails  to  staircases  provided  .  4 

Stairs  repaired  .  — 

Sinks  provided  .  18 

Internal  water  services  .  62 

Dustbins  provided  .  49 

Bathrooms,  Internal  W.C.s  and  Hot  Water 
Installations  provided  under  Improve¬ 
ments  Grants .  29 

Improvements  to  Pre-War  Council  Houses  18 

Number  of  Notices  Served: — 

Informal:  Nuisance .  6 

Housing .  3 


Statutory  .  — 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  no  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  town. 

Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit. — Sixteen  licences  for  the  storage 
of  petroleum  in  underground  tanks  have  been  issued  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. — There  are  no  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  District. 

Observations  are  made  of  the  handling,  storage  and  sale  of  food¬ 
stuffs  to  ensure  that  the  Clean  Food  Regulations  are  enforced. 

One  hundredweight  of  frozen  foods  and  ninety  pounds  of  carcass 
meat  were  found  (upon  examination)  to  be  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion,  and  were  destroyed. 


Shops. — Food  Shops  were  regularly  inspected  and  kept  in  a  highly 
satisfactory  condition. 


Clean  Food  Campaign. — Notices  continue  to  be  displayed  in 
all  food  shops  requesting  shoppers,  in  the  interests  of  hygiene,  not  to 
bring  dogs  into  the  premises.  These  notices  appear  to  be  serving  their 
purpose. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. — The  number  of 
food  premises  subject  to  these  Regulations  is  as  follows : — 

General  Grocers  .  21 


Butchers 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Bakers 

Greengrocers 


Total  .. 


6 

2 

1 

1 


31 


No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16 .  31 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  .  31 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19 .  31 

Poultry  Inspection. — There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises 
within  the  District. 
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SECTION  F. 


The  infectious  diseases  to 
Health  are: — 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Acute  Meningitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 

Dysentery  (Amoebic  or 

Bacillary) 

Food  Poisoning 
Infective  Jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 


notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 


The  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1968 

be 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases 

Eleven  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  to  me  during  the 
year.  The  notifications  received  were  as  follows:  Scarlet  Fever,  five 
cas^s;  Measles,  five  cases;  and  Infectious  Hepatitis  one  case. 

Measles. — Five  cases  were  notified  compared  with  two  cases  in 
1969. 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. — Routine  immun¬ 
isation  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  with  Triple  Antigen  has  again 
shown  its  efficacy  in  preventing  these  diseases. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  either  by  the  Family  Doctor  or  at  the 
County  Health  Department’s  monthly  clinics  at  the  Church  School¬ 
room. 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis. — This  is  the  fourth  disease  which  is  prevented  by 
routine  immunisation  in  infancy.  This  is  again  done  either  by  the 
Family  Doctor  or  at  the  County  Health  Department’s  Clinics.  No  cases 
occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There 
were  five  cases  in  the  previous  year. 

Gastro-Intestinal  Diseases. — There  have  been  no  cases  of 
Gastro-Intestinal  diseases  due  to  Dysenteric  organisms  or  Salmonellosis. 
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Infectious  Hepatitis. — One  case  was  notified  in  1970;  there  was 
one  case  last  year. 

Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

Leprosy. — The  Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations,  1966  came 
into  force  on  1st  March,  1966. 

Under  these  Regulations,  cases  of  Leprosy  are  now  notifiable  to 
the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  not  as  heretofore  to  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 
No  notifications  of  Leprosy  were  received. 

Tuberculosis. — One  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  notified  during 
the  year.  One  case  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  removed  from  the 
Register  as  healed.  There  were  no  deaths  classed  to  Tuberculosis,  but 
one  patient  died  from  other  causes.  The  Register,  as  at  31st  December, 
1970,  stands  as  follows: — 


Tuberculosis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

Non-respiratory 

5 

3 

8 

'Total  ...  ...  ... 

7 

4 

11 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. — These  regulations  empower  the  Council  to  prevent  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  to  engage  in  the  milk  trade.  No  action  was 
taken  during  the  year. 

Influenza. — A  large  number  of  cases  of  Influenza  occurred  in  the 
town  during  December,  1969.  This  high  incidence  of  Influenza  was  part 
of  a  nation-wide  epidemic  and  a  significant  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  for  the  time  of  the  year  was  observed  in  the  week  before  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  peak  was  reached  in  the  first  week  of  the  New  Year  and  the 
incidence  gradually  subsided. 

The  usual  symptoms  of  the  illness  were :  fever,  cough,  headache, 
lethargy  and  aching  of  the  back  and  legs,  and  its  duration  was  com¬ 
monly  three  days. 

The  causative  organism  of  the  Influenza  epidemic  has  been  isolated 
and  is  described  as  Virus  A2/HK/68. 
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MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1970 
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Infectious 

Hepatitis 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1970 
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Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 

(3)  (4)  (5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

27 

33 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total  . 

27 

33 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 

Reme- 

Referred 

ToH.M.  By  H.M. 

of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecu- 

Particulars  Found  died 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

tions  were 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

tor 

(4) 

tor 

(5) 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.)  ...  — 

- 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3.)  .  — 

— 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  " 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.): 

(a)  Insufficient .  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  — 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(no  including  offences  rela¬ 
ting  to  Outwork)  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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PART  vm  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 
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(7) 

Wearing  f  Making,  etc.  ... 

apparel8  i  C1~  and 
^  washing 

10 

- 

" 

■ 

T 

' 

Household  linen  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture 

1  1  ■ 

1  — 

1  ' " 

. — 

1 

hangings  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Fur  pulling  . 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and 

— 

— 

■  ’ 

1 

chains  . 

Iron  and  steel  anchors 

■ 

1 

" 

. - 

and  grapnels . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  gear . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Locks,  latches  and  keys  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sacks  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  bags  . 

The  making  of  boxes  or 

1  - 

" 

' 

' 

other  receptacles  or  parts 
thereof  made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper . 

Brush  making  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 
Cosaques, Christmas 

‘ 

crackers,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc . 

- 

— _ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades  . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

■ 

TOTAL  ... 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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